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A
Our eyes and brains are fine‐tuned to view and analyze images of people. When we view an image of people,
we can make judgment very eﬀec vely. For example, we can easily come up with demographic descrip ons
of people in the image. We can also answer other ques ons related to the ac vi es of, and rela onships be‐
tween, people in the image. All that reasoning happens not only because of what our eyes see, but also how
our brain draws "prior," or context, from experiences. In this talk, we will present some recent discovery in
how computer algorithms can be developed to do the same as our brain, that is, to use social context to un‐
derstand photos of people.
This approach has a lot of poten al, as the number of photos shared by users of social networks increases
exponen ally

B
Tsuhan Chen has been with Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, since January 2009, where he is the David E.
Burr Professor of Engineering and Director of the School of Electrical and Computer Engineering. From Octo‐
ber 1997 to December 2008, he was with the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, Carnegie
Mellon University, Pi sburgh, Pennsylvania, as Professor, and as Associate Department Head in 2007‐2008.
From August 1993 to October 1997, he worked at AT&T Bell Laboratories, Holmdel, New Jersey. He received
the M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in electrical engineering from the California Ins tute of Technology, Pasadena, Cal‐
ifornia, in 1990 and 1993, respec vely.
He received the Benjamin Richard Teare Teaching Award in 2006, and the Eta Kappa Nu Award for Outstand‐
ing Faculty Teaching in 2007. He is a Fellow of IEEE.

